
Romans 5:1-11 New International Version (NIV) 
 
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we[a] have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we[b] boast in the 
hope of the glory of God.Not only so, but we[c] also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hopedoes not put us to shame, because God’s 
love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die 
for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his 
own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through 
him! For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, 
having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 
John 4:4-42 New International Version (NIV) 
 
Now he had to go through Samaria. So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob 
had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the 
well. It was about noon. When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a 
drink?” (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 
The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” 
(For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.[a]) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that 
asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” “Sir,” the woman said, 
“you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you greater than our 
father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” Jesus 
answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give them will never 
thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman 
said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” He told 
her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” “I have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when 
you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your 
husband. What you have just said is quite true.” “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our 
ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 
“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from 
the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and 
in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the 
Spirit and in truth.” The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will 
explain everything to us.” Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 
 
Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, “What do 
you want?” or “Why are you talking with he 
Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, “Come, see a man who told 
me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” They came out of the town and made their way toward him. 
Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.” But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know 
nothing about.” Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?” “My food,” said 
Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until 
harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even now the one who reaps 
draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. Thus the 
saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the 
hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.” 
 
Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I 
ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. And 
because of his words many more became believers. 
They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and 
we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.” 



Homily for the Third Sunday in Lent, 15th March 2020. 
True Conversations, Real Faith. 
 
Welcome to our first attempt at worship together, but not quite together. You may imagine that your clergy would 
greet the suspension of Sunday services with the glee of children whose schools have been closed by snow; playing 
joyfully in the streets for hours, before trudging reluctantly, ruddy faced, back to normality, under the watchful gaze 
of the churchwardens! The truth, of course, is that as Christians we prize the few minutes of each week when we can 
gather in worship with our brothers and sisters in Christ. It’s a somewhat uneasy feeling to face a near future with 
such uncertainty as to when we will be able to gather once more. 

Then last night, President Macron made an announcement which struck at the very fabric of life in France. If you 
don't know already, the announcement was that bars, restaurants and cafés should now close their doors to help 
resist the spread of Coronavirus. For many of us this will not be as hard to bear as the closure of our churches, 
though for some the café, bar or restaurant may be a lifeline for social support. Whichever places are the focus of 
our communal lives, it’s likely that we are all affected in some way by the imposition of these restrictions. To be told 
that suddenly we are no longer allowed to meet in these places feels like a significant encroachment on our liberty. 
For the next few weeks our lives will be very different, and we will have to find ways of carrying out our essential 
tasks in a way which is safe and acceptable under the rules of the society we live in. 

Which, with not a great amount of imagination, allows us a glimpse through the eyes of the woman who was an 
outcast in her 1st Century community in Samaria. We don’t really know why she was ostracised; we get a clue in her 
conversation with Jesus, but still we don’t really know why she is in this position. Sexually immoral? Perhaps. 
Widowed? Possibly. Divorced? Maybe because she had ‘failed’ to bear children. We know only that she was left to 
fetch water on her own during the hottest part of the day, not wanting to see others, or feel the weight of their 
glares. For their part, the people around her likely preferred to treat her as if she didn’t exist because they don’t 
want to risk sharing whatever social disease burdens her. Imagine, if you will, being self-isolated but having no help 
you need to do your shopping in Tesco at 3am when you know nobody else will see you. 

Jesus breaks into the midst of this imposed isolation. He begins a conversation. Conversation is a social art form 
which is all too often overlooked as something trivial or even simply taken for granted altogether. But conversation 
is essential for understanding, unless we are able to engage one another and listen deeply to each other, how can 
we possibly begin to understand our neighbours? Conversation is essential too, for faith. All too often, Christians 
engage in theological battles with one another online, usually about a matter of conservative versus liberal 
ideologies. But the subject hardly matters when the conversations runs in the familiar pattern of “I’m right. You’re 
wrong. So there.” These are days when true conversation needs to be cultivated and valued. Practiced and pursued. 
Longed for and lived. Without true conversation, we lack intimacy and understanding; connection and empathy. 
Without true conversation, we risk detachment and distance. 

It is no surprise then that Jesus chooses to unveil his identity to this woman at the well by conversing with her. 
Because understanding and identity are essential for establishing and sustaining relationships, and this is begun and 
continued through true conversation. The Christian community might and perhaps ought to be the one which 
demonstrates for society what relationship through conversation can really mean for those who find themselves in 
world filled with much sound, but little kindness, many words, but few real connections. The church can also be the 
place that demonstrates how dialogue about faith and the Bible might result in religious respect and tolerance. This 
dialogue between the Samaritan woman at the well and Jesus provides an outline that not only offers us a model for 
conversing deeply and truly, with one another and those around us, but also points to the very nature of God. 

First, note that the conversation begins with vulnerability on both sides. Jesus is thirsty, whereas the woman needs 
the living water that only Jesus can provide. It seems that these days very few conversations begin with the 
expectation of vulnerability, either of ourselves or of the people we engage with. More often, we use our 
conversation, whether that is a verbal conversation in the usual sense, or in other modes of communicating like 
social media, to demonstrate our prowess, or our sufficiency, or to wield power over people and situations. Yet the 
conversations which sustain the life of faith have to start with profound vulnerability because this is a fundamental 
characteristic of God. 

Second, questions. They are indispensable. At first glance this may seem obvious, but if that were so, we wouldn’t 
find ourselves so often on the wrong side of this. Not, of course, questions to which we have already determined the 
answer. Nor questions that are asked in a spirit of polite disinterest. No, true conversation requires questions that 



communicate curiosity, and interest, a longing for information and understanding. The woman at the well is full of 
questions, thoughtful questions, important questions which lead Jesus to reveal to her who he really is. Jesus affirms 
her questions and even invites them. God wants us to ask real questions because they strengthen relationship. A few 
weeks ago, I preached that faith is not the opposite of doubt, but the opposite of fear. I am grateful to my colleague 
Rev. Neil Batcock who reminded me that faith is also the opposite of certainty. The fuel for our faith, and our life as 
disciples together, is a healthy approach to questions; both our questions and those of others. 

Third, time. Conversations borne of genuine interest take time. They take time because there will likely be moments 
of misunderstanding. We know this only too well. I wonder, to what extent would our conversations and the 
relationships they feed be healthier if we had the patience to persist when we lose the thread? The Samaritan 
woman is first confused by Jesus’ offer, but she does not let that halt the conversation. The encounter at the well 
seems to be a lengthy one, but perhaps it neither begins nor ends in our presence, it may have been unfolding for all 
of her life. It seems that God is willing to keep on listening. To keep on exposing God’s heart so that it can be seen 
for the abundant love it holds. 

The final aspect of true conversation, at least the final one we shall consider today, is that it transforms its 
participants. The woman at the well is transformed from a shamed outcast to a witness of God’s presence. From 
overlooked and dismissed to a beloved disciple. From alone to being a sheep of Jesus’ own fold. We then have the 
power to transform ourselves and our faith by the means of a simple artform – true conversation. The conversation 
with God, in which he encourages our questions, nurtures our vulnerability and patiently allows our interactions 
with him to transform our lives.  

At this time, when we are restricted in the ways we may meet together and share our common life, we may still be 
lively, interested and kindly participants in true and lifegiving conversations with one another and with our 
neighbours in the world. As you pray today for the world around us; fearful and shuttered, pray that the Lord may 
open up a channel for you to start, or perhaps continue his conversations. 

Amen 

 


