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Pastoral Statement for the Chaplaincy of Midi-Pyrenées & Aude 

Sunday 18th October 2020 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

I have been concerned for some time about deteriorating relationships within 
certain parts of the Chaplaincy of Midi-Pyrenées and Aude. Both the 
Archdeacon, Meurig Williams, and the Area Dean, Tony Lomas, have been 
working quietly but intensively to attempt to bring mutual understanding and 
reconciliation. Unfortunately, since the summer and with the Chaplain’s absence 
on sick leave, matters have got worse. There is now a risk that the mistrust that 
exists between some individuals will threaten the wider fabric of the Chaplaincy. 
In this situation. It is clear that I must take firm and decisive action.  

I have therefore appointed the Right Reverend Trevor Willmott to investigate 
matters on my behalf. Bishop Trevor is an Honorary Assistant Bishop of the 
Diocese. He was formerly Bishop of Dover, Bishop of Basingstoke and 
Archdeacon of Durham. He has previously served in the Diocese, in Oslo and 
Naples, so understands very well the dynamics of chaplaincy life. He will conduct 
a thorough and comprehensive listening process over the next three months. He 
will be arranging to speak with key individuals, necessarily in the current 
circumstances by Zoom. At the end of his work, he will submit a report with 
recommendations to me which I will take forward as a matter of priority. 

Bishop Trevor will be happy to receive written submissions from anyone who 
would like to be in touch with him. Submissions can be sent to him via my 
Personal Assistant: gail.wilmet@churchofengland.org.  

As well as understanding the issues that have led to the current conflict, Bishop 
Trevor will want to look towards the future of the Chaplaincy. He will focus on the 
question: ‘How do you see the future flourishing of the Chaplaincy, and what role 
might you exercise in helping to bring about that future?’ 

The aim of Bishop Trevor’s work is to achieve as much insight, healing and 
reconciliation as possible.  
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The Right Reverend Dr. Robert Innes  
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This coming week is an important one for the Chaplaincy with several 
congregational annual meetings and a Chaplaincy Annual Meeting on Friday. I 
do expect that, whatever the strength of feelings people have, everyone will 
endeavour to ensure that these meetings are conducted in a spirit of Christian 
charity and mutual respect. In particular, I ask that any complex matters of 
governance or finance are referred to Bishop Trevor’s process. The Church 
Representation Rules and the Constitution of the Diocese are very clear that the 
agenda for these annual meetings are for transacting specific items of 
chaplaincy business. They cannot be an effective forum for resolving 
longstanding, complicated and involved matters that necessarily require more 
time and detailed exploration than is possible in a relatively short meeting. 
Please do pray for these meetings and for Area Dean Tony and Archdeacon 
Meurig in their chairing of them.   

In the Great Prayer of St. John Chapter 17 Jesus prays fervently for unity and 
love between his disciples. Addressing the Father he says: ‘May they be 
completely one so that the world may know that you have sent me and have 
loved them even as you have loved me.’ Jesus prays that the community of the 
church will be protected from those things that would endanger their unity and 
erode their love for each other.  

I long to see complete unity and harmony restored in the Chaplaincy along with 
high levels of trust and transparency in the Chaplaincy’s structures and 
processes. I very much hope that Bishop Trevor’s work will enable this to 
become a reality. I also ask that you work patiently and kindly with each other. It 
is your Chaplaincy. I and my colleagues will do all that we can to help you make 
it a community where mutual love and understanding abound. 

With my blessing and the assurance of my prayers,  

Yours in Christ,  

 
+Robert Gibraltar in Europe 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 

To: The Right Reverend Dr Robert Innes 

Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe 

 

Please convey to Bishop Robert the gratitude of all the Lay Officers that he has 
initiated this action. We look forward to being able to finally bring into the 
open many matters which we have to date been unable to make our 
congregations aware of because of the nature of and restrictions imposed by 
French privacy laws.  
 
Please also advise the Bishop that Reverend Dan Langdon-Griffiths continues 
to enjoy the unreserved support of the Lay Officers and the members of the 
Ministry Team.  
 
We have all suffered personal stress and distress at the venom and intensity of 
false accusations and rumour-mongering which has been directed against our 
Chaplain and also against us for daring to support him and we hope that 
Bishop Trevor’s investigation will bring to an end a long period of destructive 
behaviour and personal animus by a small group of people which has 
threatened the integrity and the sustainability of this Chaplaincy. 
 
Signed: 
 
Margaret Cross and Clive Billenness – Chaplaincy Churchwardens 
Daphne Foulkes – Chaplaincy Treasurer 
Heidi Worswick – Chaplaincy Council Secretary 
 
Reverend Mary Barnes 
Reverend Neil Batcock - Ministers with Permission to Officiate 
Rev J Clive Jobbins 
 
Linda Billenness  - Lay Readers 
Janet Varty 
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