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2019 was focused on 2 principal themes – Mission and Stewardship. 
 
Dan made 2019 the year in which each Church was asked to consider its approach to the key 
component of our Christian life – our Mission to share the Good News of Jesus with our 
communities. 
 
On the 26th May, therefore, a large group of members of the congregation gathered for a 
facilitated meeting to identify its strengths and weaknesses as well as its visions and 
ambitions for the future. This has led to the development of an action plan to grow both 
inwardly and outwardly: 

• Inward growth through prayer 
• Outward growth using online and offline methods of communication to raise 

awareness of our church community, our worship and our events. 
 
During 2019, our Church has worked to meet these objectives through external worship 
events, the creation of an Advent Group, a Fellowship Event and special services of worship 
in Church. We also organised a mid-summer praise picnic by kind invitation of Mike and 
Maria Longdon. 
 
We are grateful to the Mairie of Alet for allowing us to use the Salle Des Fetes free of 
charge. We are also grateful to the anonymous donors who sponsored the necessary 
performance license to allow us to publicly screen the film “The Way” as part of our 
Fellowship Day. 
 
Similarly, I would like to acknowledge Antoinette and Keith Fairhurst who welcome us into 
the warmth and comfort of Les Marguerites each winter. It is quite clear that the number of 
people who join us for worship on winter Sundays does rise in direct proportion to the 
cosiness of the venue! 
 
We have also expanded our use of Social Media to promote our services and events, both 
via the Chaplaincy website and also through Facebook. We look forward to expanding these 
in 2020.  
 
Overall Chaplaincy concerns about our long-term financial sustainability when confronted 
with rising costs in almost every area - coupled with the falling value of the Pound against 
the Euro which has badly affected many of our parishioners’ income – led to each Church, 
including Alet, to participate in a Stewardship campaign to both raise awareness of the 
Chaplaincy’s and Alet’s costs, and also the levels of income which were being achieved and 
ways of increasing that. 
 
As a result of this campaign, income levels have increased as well as the organisation of a 
very successful Christmas Craft Fair in November which raised considerable funds for the 
Chaplaincy.  



 
Our special services for Easter and Christmas were well-attended and for our Carol Service, 
the church was full to capacity. This year we altered the time to enable a late afternoon 
start rather than the evening. Comments from people attending indicated that this time had 
generally found greater favour, and the socialisation outside the church on a mild December 
evening, nourished by Tony Jewiss’ special-recipe mulled wine and many excellent chefs’ 
mince pies, continued longer because there was less pressure to get away and go home.  
 
We were delighted to welcome Reverend Neil Batcock and his wife Kathryn. Neil has been a 
generous contributor to our services, and we were also very pleased that, drawing on past 
professional experiences, Kathryn has kindly agreed to act as the Safeguarding Officer for 
Alet. 
 
Finally, I would like to express my grateful thanks to my fellow Churchwarden Bob Carr and 
also to both him and Deb Carr who are our Congregational Worship Leaders. Without their 
tireless support and energy, it would not be possible to organise such a rich program of 
worship and other events, nor to be able to set up our services so smoothly and quickly.  
 
Deb is stepping down as our DCC Secretary at this AGM, and I do fear that her quiet 
efficiency will be hard to replace. 
 
In his absence I will thank Tony Jewiss for all his personal support and guidance in organising 
our worship.  
 
I would finally like to express my gratitude to every member of the Alet Congregation for all 
your help in everything that we do to promote the Word of God, for your generous 
donations of time and, often, delicious things to eat and drink. Thank you all. 
 
Clive Billenness 
District Churchwarden, Alet les Bains 
18 October 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


