
BRENS WARDEN’S REPORT to the Brens AGM, 20th October 2020 

Report for 2019  

I would normally open by welcoming our Chaplain, Rev. Dan Langdon Griffiths to chair this meeting 
but, as you all know, he is unwell and unable to do so. We send him our best wishes and pray for his 
speedy recovery and look forward to the time when he can resume his duties. 

In his place I would like to welcome our Area Dean, Rev. Tony Lomas and thank him for chairing our 
AGM. Tony has travelled from Bordeaux to be with us today. The service of Holy Communion which we 
have just celebrated was most welcome and greatly appreciated. 

 I would also like to thank Rev Clive Jobbins for his contribution to our services in Brens and to express 
my disappointment that he will be based in Cahors on his ret.urn. We hope that it will not be too long 
before we welcome him again in Brens 

Last October, our Assistant Chaplain, Rev. June Hutchinson retired from the priesthood. Her wonderful  
service to the Chaplaincy was appropriately celebrated both here and in Cahors. However it was with 
some sadness that we saw her departure as she was always a great friend to the Brens congregation; 
for each service in Brens she had a return journey of four hours in all weather conditions. Also, she led 
us exceptionally well through two extended Chaplaincy vacancies.  

Thanks to their help we were able to maintain a service every week with two Eucharists every month 
plus an extra service on Good Friday and Nine Lessons and Carols with our Protestant friends in 
Mazamet.I would like to thank Liz and Valmai for their faithful commitment to providing music for our 
services. Unfortunately Peter Gibbs, our Lay Reader, was unable for a number of reasons to devote as 
much time as usual to our services.  We pray for Tina’s full recovery from her illness. 

We rejoiced that our prayers were answered when Arthur Howes underwent major surgery and are 
delighted that he has made such a strong recovery. Following a fall and a short stay in hospital, our 
fears were confirmed that Cecily was suffering from MND; she is receiving excellent medical care and I 
thank everyone for all their offers of help, so much appreciated by us both and our family. 

As a congregation we have continued with our excellent fund raising. In 2019 we raised just over EU 
7,000, including EU 1,500 in donations. We held six fundraising Pop Up Restaurants hosted by many 
different members of the congregation, a Quiz and Curry Night and sales of craft items and of 
Christmas cards. These activities have not only been successful in raising funds but also good fun and 
fellowship. Thanks to everybody for their hard work and to our congregation and friends for their 
support. Included in the Pop Ups we celebrated St David’s Day and Burns’ Night; there seems little 
interest yet in the canonisation of Scotland’s National Bard but one never knows! 

As well as fund raising, with the emphasis on fun, we also had a year of varied social events. The WAMI 
meetings continue to be well attended and included two most interesting talks by Michael Kenny on 
his experiences during his six month stay on the Palestine/Israeli border as an observer for The 
Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme. There were also tours of Rabastens and a wine museum. 
The annual church picnic took place at Robin Johnston’s house following June’s last service in Brens 
and was a most fitting location for our presentation to her. Our thanks go to Edith for organising the 
WAMI  events. 

I am afraid that not all ran smoothly during the year. Having been made aware by one of our Duty 
Wardens of an email received from Richard Crowle I wrote by email to him expressing my 
disappointment and sorrow at the contents of his email. In late October I received from Richard a 
registered letter of resignation as Duty Warden and as a member of our District Council also containing 



twenty allegations against our Chaplain. On the instruction of our Chaplain I forwarded these 
allegations to the two Chaplaincy Wardens. At the following District Council meeting our Chaplain 
addressed these very serious allegations in detail following which the Council unanimously expressed 
their support of him. 

I have made no secret of the fact that I am not going forward for re-election for the position of Brens’ 
District Warden or Lay Representative to the Chaplaincy Council. I would like to thank my fellow 
wardens Ginny Jenkins and Tricia Launders and to Robin Johnston who has filled in when we were 
shorthanded. I wish my successor all the best in taking on the job of District Warden for Brens.  Thank 
you to Tricia and to Robin Johnston for their support as fellow CWLs and to Liz Pearson, our Secretary. 
Finally, a thank you to everyone in the congregation for all you do to maintain our services, for the 
‘welcomers’, readers, intercessors, coffee makers and our Rotavator. 

I think I speak for all in saying that it is our desire that our congregation and the Chaplaincy returns to a 
state of peace, love and harmony. If we are to go forward as Christians we must take steps to ensure 
this; there is no better way than to obey the words of Jesus Christ -  that we should love our 
neighbours as ourselves. 

 

Iain Pratt, Brens Warden, 20th October 2020  

  

 


